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GRIMSBY  PORT  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


--0O0-- 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Port  Health 
Committee,  acting  as  the  Port  Health  Authority. 


I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  1953.  It  is 
made  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  which  prescribe  the  duties  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

The  general  description  of  the  port  remains  similar  to 
that  contained  in  the  report  for  the  year  1952. 

Commercial  Docks 

There  has  been  no  marked  change  during  the  year  in  the 
services  maintained  between  Grimsby  and  Scandinavian  and 
Continental  ports,  except  that  the  service  between  Grimsby 
and  Norwegian  ports  is  now  weekly  instead  of  fortnightly. 
There  is  also  a weekly  service  between  Grimsby  and  Denmark 
and  between  Grimsby  and  Dieppe. 

It  can  only  be  repeated  that  these  services  compare 
most  unfavourably,  as  far  as  the  port  is  concerned,  with 
the  services  which  operated  in  pre-war  days  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  resources  of  the  port  of  Grimsby  will  be 
more  fully  utilized  in  the  near  future. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  increase  in  export  figures 
for  1953  as  compared  with  previous  years.  This  increase  is 
due  mainly  to  coal  and  coke  shipments. 

Local  shipbuilding  and  engineering  firms  have  been  kept 
occupied  during  the  year,  mostly  on  Admiralty  work  and  on 
repair  and  survey  jobs. 

Fish  Docks 

A summary  of  the  fishing  vessels  operating  from 
Grimsby  at  the  close  of  the  year  1953  is  as  follows 


Middle  water 
North  Sea  . . 


Inshore  vessels 


Motor  seiners 
Steam  seiners 


Deep  water 


98 

23 

102 

58 

2 

12 


TOTAL 


295 
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The  post-war  building  programme  for  distant  water 
trawlers  is  nearly  completed,  but  it  is  anticipated  that 
additions  will  still  be  made  to  the  Grimsby  distant  water 
fleet  from  time  to  time  for  some  years  yet. 

The  situation  in  respect  of  middle  water  and  North 
Sea  fishing  is  not  by  any  means  as  satisfactory  as  in  the 
case  of  the  distant  water  vessels.  The  figures  relating  to 
these  vessels  continue  to  shrink  and  at  the  end  of  1953  there 
wore  one  middle  water  and  three  North  Sea  trawlers  fewer  than 
at  the  end  of  1952. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  there  are  two 
North  Sea  trawlers  and  one  middle  water  trawler  on  order  for 
Grimsby  owners  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  these  orders  are 
just  the  commencement  of  a much  more  extensive  building 
programme.  Otherwise  it  is  difficult  to  foresee  how  the 
present  situation  will  develop.  A large  proportion  of  the 
existing  North  Sea  trawlers  are  very  old  in  years  and  are 
most  uneconomical  to  operate  and  it  is  certain  that  a 
number  of  these  vessels  would  not  be  at  sea  to-day  if  the 
Government  subsidy  was  not  assisting  them  in  ekeing  out 
their  few  remaining  years  or  months. 

Viewing  the  situation  dispassionately,  it  seems 
reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  time  must  arrive  when  the 
owners  of  the  older  North  Sea  trawlers  will  either  have  to 
initiate  a replacement  programme  or  relinquish  North  Sea 
fishing  altogether.  But  a trawler  of  115  feet,  designed  and 
powered  for  fishing  in  the  North  sea  and  for  seasonal  Faroe 
fishing  costs  anything  up  to  £100,000,  so  it  is  evident  that 
even  when  allowance  is  made  for  the  Government  grant,  a 
tremendous  financial  outlay  must  be  involved  in  a 
replacement  programme  of  any  magnitude. 

In  the  meantime,  the  living  conditions  on  board  these 
very  old  trawlers  constitutes  a problem  demanding  immediate 
and  urgent  attention  but  for  which  no  solution  seems  avail- 
able. In  the  majority  of  cases,  every  endeavour  is  made  by 
the  owners  to  maintain  even  the  oldest  trawlers  in  as  good 
a habitable  state  as  possible,  but  modernisation  of  such 
vessels  is  out  of  the  question  and  it  can  only  be  hoped  that 
the  three  new  vessels  ordered  during  1953  are  but  the 
forerunners  of  many  more  in  the  immediate  future. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  year  1953  did  not  witness 
some  reconciliation  of  viewpoints  concerning  the  Icelandic 
definition  of  territorial  waters.  It  seems  to  be  the 
expressed  wish  of  almost  everyone  concerned  that  this 
matter  should  be  settled  satisfactorily  for  both  sides  as 
speedily  as  possible,  but  it  must  be  recorded  that  there 
does  not  seem  to  be  much  ground  for  optimism  at  the  present 
moment. 
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It  is  probable  that  in  the  annals  of  the  local  fishing 
industry  1953  will  be  recorded  as  the  year  of  the  Dawson 
incident.  This  attempt  to  land  and  distribute  fish  without 
using  the  usual  locol  distributing  organisation  was  the 
subject  of  considerable  speculation  in  Grimsby  and  elsewhere. 
As  far  as  this  Authority  was  concerned,  it  did  seem  that  the 
inspectorial  staff  would  be  involved  in  a considerable 
amount  of  night  work,  with  consequent  neglect  of  other 
possibly  more  important  duties.  However,  the  situation  did 
not  materialise,  as  the  landing  of  fish  from  Icelandic 
vessels  ceasod  shortly  after  agreement  had  been  reached  on 
the  question  of  the  inspection  of  fish  outside  normal  hours. 

Most  of  this  report  has  been  written  by  Mr.  syme , and  I 
would  like  to  express  both  to  him  and  to  his  colleagues  my 
appreciation  of  the  willing  way  in  which  they  have  co-operated 
with  me  since  my  arrival  in  Grimsby.  Their  continual  interest 
in  the  health  of  the  port  greatly  lightens  my  responsibility. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Officers  of  H.M.  Customs, 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  the  Immigration 
Officer  and  the  Officials  of  the  British  Transport  Commission 
(Humber  Ports)  for  their  ready  co-operation  and  assistance 
during  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  on  behalf  of  the  inspectors  and  myself,  I 
wish  to  thank  also  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Port  Health 
Committee  for  their  helpful  advice  and  continued  support  at 
all  times. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  faithfully, 


ROBERT  GLENN 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Port  Health  Office, 
Whitehall  Chambers, 
Wharncliffe  Road, 
Grimsby. 


January,  1954. 
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SECTION  II  - AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  DISTRICT  DURING  TEE  YEAR 
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The  nationalities  of  the  vessels  inspected  and  re- 
inspected  during  the  year  were  as  follows 


Nationality 


Number 

inspected 


Number 

re-inspected 


British  

1,495 

177 

Dut  c h 

166 

23 

German  

162 

......  11 

Da  n i s h 

98 

6 

• i i. . ...  i ' 

Swedish  

75 

11 

Norwegian  

72 

7 

Finnish  

7 

Panamanian  

7 

Icelandic  

6 

Costa  Rican  

6 

Faroese  

4 

2 

if 

Portuguese  

3 

1 

Swiss  

2 

Russian  

.....  1 

1 

Belgian  

1 

French  

1 

TOTALS  .......... 

......  2,145 

246 
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SECTION  III  - CHARACTER  OF  SHIPPING  AND  TRADE  DURING  THE  YEAR 


TABLE  C 

(a)  Passenger  traffic  during  the  year 


Alien 

British 

Total 

Number  of  passengers  INWARDS  ..... 

344 

315 

659 

Number  of  passengers  OUTWARDS  .... 

366 

270 

636 

(b)  Cargo  traffic 

The  following  tables  indicate  the  description  and  quantities  in 
tons  of  the  principal  imports  and  exports  during  the  year  1953,  as 
3ompared  with  1952  and  1951. 


Principal  imports: - 


Import 

1953 

1952 

1951 

Woodpulp  

122,052 

105 , 238 

117,472 

Timber  

96,476 

65,085 

107,491 

Bacon  

29,424 

20,586 

15,151 

Butter  

23 , 464 

13,235 

13,676 

Scrap  iron  and  steel  

18,977 

21,999 

45,833 

Cement  

18,058 

- 

— 

Fish  - fresh  

8,644 

10,493 

13,388 

- salt  

2,076 

2,387 

2,982 

China  clay  

4,555 

3,174 

3,746 

Eggs  

1,698 

5,697 

5,004 

Whalemeat  

1,603 

3,481 

_ 

Sundries  

32,976 

15,976 

29,424 

TOTALS  

360,003 

267,351 

354,167 
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Fish  landings 

In  addition  to  these  imports,  218,366  tons  of  fish  were  landed 
at  the  Grimsby  fish  market  during  the  year.  The  following  table 
provides  a comparison  between  the  weight  and  value  of  the  fish  landed 
at  Grimsby  during  1953  and  the  weights  and  values  landed  in  previous 
years . 


Year 

Landings 

Weight  in  cwts.  , 

Value 

1953 

7,480 

4,367,3.14 

£11,287,249 

1952 

7,342 

4,526,031 

£11,759,655 

1951 

7,954 

4,821.348 

£13,039,320 

1950 

7 , 420 

4,169,302 

£9,562,078 

1949 

7,548 

5,136,690 

£11,480,117 

1948 

7,641 

4,821,036 

£12,521,651 

1947 

7,153 

4,355,845 

£11,159,914 

1946 

6,310 

3,933,767 

£10,432,007 

1945 

4,338 

2,143,455 

£7,953,030 

- - 

Principal  exports:- 


Export 

1953 

1952 

1951 

Coal  

1,271,728 

799,758 

502,453 

Iron  & steel  manufactures  

16,059 

8,921 

6,907 

Basic  slag  

13,757 

7,433 

9,053 

Dolomite  clinker  

1,904 

1,760 

- 

Malting  barley  

1,159 

1,061 

5,693 

1,150 

- 

Textiles  

2,287 

Sundries  

12,970 

8,139 

16,655 

TOTALS  

1,318,633 

832,859 

537,355 
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(c)  Principal  ports  from  which  ships  arrive:- 


Belgium: 

Antwerp,  Brussels,  Ghent,  Ostend,  Zeebrugge. 

Canada : 

Clark  City,  Digby,  Quebec. 

Denmark: 

Aarhus,  Aalborg,  Copenhagen,  Esbjerg, 

Fredericia,  Korsor,  Nestved,  Odense,  Struer, 
Thyboren,  Nykobing. 

Faroes  : 

Thorshavn. 

Finland • 

Abo,  Brahestad,  Hamina , Helsingfors,  Haukipudas, 
Igarka,  Kaskoe,  Kemi , Ii'otka,  Limhamn,  Lulea, 
Mantyluoto,  Odense,  Onega,  Pateniemi,  Toppila, 
Uleaborg,  Vaasa,  Yxpila. 

France : 

Bayonne,  Bordeaux,  Brest,  Caen,  Dieppe,  Dunkirk, 
Treport . 

Germany: 

Brake,  Bremen,  Cuxhaven,  Hamburg,  Wismar. 

Holland : 

Amsterdam,  Delfzyl,  Dordrecht,  Rotterdam, 

Ymuiden,  Zaandam. 

Iceland : 

Joslingf jord , Reykjavik. 

Morocco : 

Casablanca. 

Norway : 

Arendal,  Bergen,  Christiansund , Flekkefjord, 
Haugersund,  Krageroe,  Kristinestad , Larvik, 

Oslo,  Trondhjem,  Tvedistrand. 

Poland : 

Gdynia,  Szczecin. 

Portugal : 

Lisbon. 

Russia : 

Archangel,  Lenningrad. 

Spain : 

Valencia. 

Sardinia : 

Cagliari . 

Sweden: 

Amal,  Ahus,  Bandholm,  Blankaholm,  Christinehamn, 
Gothenburg,  Gambleby,  Gefle,  Halms  tad,  Hernosand, 
Kalmar,  Karlstad,  Karlshamn,  Karlskrona,  Koping, 
Lidkoping,  Malmo,  Mariestad,  Norrkoping, 
Norrsundet,  Oskarshamn,  Pi tea,  Stockholm. 
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SECTION  IV  - INLAND  BARGE  TRAFFIC 


2,551  of  these  vessels,  having  a tonnage  of  239,643 
tons,  entered  the  port  during  the  year.  Trade  is  confined 
chiefly  to  Hull,  Goole,  York,  Nottingham,  Leeds  and  Keadby, 
and  other  places  on  the  rivers  Humber  and  Trent. 


Public  Health  Act,  1956,  Part  X 

and  the  Canal  Boats  Regulations , 1878 

Inspection  of  canal  boats 

Most  of  the  canal  boats  entering  Grimsby  are  regular 
traders  to  the  port.  During  the  year  16  inspections  were 
carried  out. 


Defective  conditions  and 
contraventi ons 

— 

Found 

Remedied 

Registration  marks  and  numbers  not 

properly  marked  

7 

3 

Registration  certificates  not  on  board 

2 

3 

Registration  certificates  not  ident- 
ifying owner  with  boat  

2 

_ 

Registration  certificate  dilapidated  . 

1 

- 

Cabin  in  a dirty  condition  

1 

- 

Cabin  in  a defective  condition  

3 

1 

Cabins  requiring  repainting  

2 

1 

Cabin  inadequately  ventilated  

1 

- 

Food  storage  inadequate  

1 

Generally  speaking,  the  crew  accommodation  on  board  these 
canal  boats  is  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition  and  the 
defects  noted  are  usually  remedied  by  the  service  of  informal 
notices.  During  the  year,  five  formal  notices  were  served  on 
owners  in  respect  of  defects  and  contraventions  on  canal  boats 
and  no  legal  proceedings  were  taken. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  occurred  on  any  of  the 
canal  boats. 
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SECTION  V - WATER  SUPPLY 


- No  change  - 


SECTION  VI  - PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHIPS)  REGULATIONS,  1952 


- No  change  - 
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SECTION  VII  - SMALLPOX 


(1)  The  isolation  hospital  to  which  cases  of  smallpox  are 
sent  from  the  district  is  the  Laceby  Hospital,  Laceby,  near 
Grimsby. 

(2)  The  transport  of  cases  of  smallpox  occurring  in  the  Port 
Health  district  would  be  carried  out  by  the  Ambulance  service 
of  the  Grimsby  local  Health  Authority.  The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  is  responsible  to  that  Authority  for  this  service 
and  for  the  vaccinal  state  of  the  ambulance  crews.  The  latter 
is  kept  up-to-date. 

(3)  The  names  of  smallpox  consultants  available  are  as 
follows : - 


Dr.  John  Glen 
Dr.  A.  N.  S.  Watt 


(4)  Specimens  for  laboratory  diagnosis  of  smallpox  would  be 
sent  to  either  of  the  following :- 


The  Department  of  Bacteriology, 
Mount  Pleasant, 

Liverpool,  3. 

or 


The  Virus  Reference  Laboratory, 

Central  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Colindale  Avenue, 

London,  N.W.9. 


Mooring  stations 

(a)  Within  the  docks :- 

Two  mooring  dolphins  in  the  centre  of  the  Royal  Dock. 

(b)  Outside  the  docks:- 

In  the  river  (i)  off  Burcom  Buoy. 

(ii)  off  Sunk  Spit  Buoy. 
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SECTION  VIII  - VENEREAL  DISEASE 


Every  vessel  entering  the  port  of  Grimsby  is  boarded  by 
an  inspector  who  enquires  into  the  occurrence  of  venereal 
disease  on  board.  Any  person  suffering  from  this  disease  is 
strongly  advised  to  attend  the  Special  Treatment  Centre  in 
Queen  Street  for  treatment  and  for  advice  as  to  the  method  of 
obtaining  further  treatment  at  other  ports  and  in  other 
countries.  Booklets  pointing  out  the  dangers  of  delay  and 
neglect  and  giving  details  of  the  hours  of  attendance  and  the 
location  of  the  Special  Treatment  Centre  are  placed  on  board 
all  vessels. 


The  Special  Treatment  Centre  is  open  from  10  a.m.  to 
12.30  p.m. , and. from  2 p.m.  to  7 p.m.  every  weekday  except 
Saturday,  when  it  is  closed  at  12.30  p.m.,  and  particulars  of 
the  examination  and  treatment  of  seamen  during  the  year  1953 
are  as  follows:- 


British 

For  ei  gn 

TOTAL 

Seamen 

Seamen 

Found  to  be  suffering  from:- 

Syphilis  

6 

5 

11 

Chancroid  

— 

— 

- 

Gonorrhoea  

17 

54 

71 

Conditions  other  than  V.D... 

89 

81 

170 

Total  number  of 

patients  examined  ...... 

112 

140 

252 

Total  number  of  attendances. 

292 

324 

616 
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SECTION  IX  - CASES  0^  NOTIFIABLE  AND  OTHER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES  ON  SHIPS 


TABLE  D 


No.  of  cases 

No . of 

Category 

Disease 

during  the 

year 

ships 

concerned 

Passengers 

Crew 

Cases  landed  from  ships 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

i from  foreign  ports  

Cases  which  have  occurred 

on  ships  from  foreign 
ports  but  have  been  dis- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

posed  of  before  arrival.. 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Cases  landed  from  other  ships 

Measles 

1 

1 

SECTION  X - OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE:  OCCURRENCE  OF  MALARIA 

IN  SHIPS 

- Nil  returns 


SECTION  XI  - MEASURES  TAKEN  AGAINST  SHIPS  INFECTED  WITH 

OR  SUSPECTED  FOR  PLAGUE 


Nil  returns 
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SECTION  XII  - MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS  IN  SHIPS 

FROM  FOREIGN  PORTS 


All  vessels  arriving  from  foreign  ports  are  examined 
by  the  rat-searcher  for  evidence  of  rat  infestation. 

The  bacteriological  and  pathological  examination  of 
rodents  is  undertaken  by  the  Department  of  Pathology,  Grimsby 
General  Hospital.  One  black  rat  was  sent  for  examination 
during  the  year. 

The  deratting  of  ships  is  carried  out  by  trapping, 
poisoning  or  by  fumigating.  H.C.N.  is  the  fumigant  in 
general  use.  The  method  adopted  depends  on  the  severity  of 
the  infestation  and  other  circumstances.  Messrs,  c.  L. 
Whitaker  & Co.,  are  the  local  deratting  contractors,  and  the 
work  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  staff  of 
this  Authority. 

The  inspectors  and  the  rat-searcher  endeavour  to  secure 
the  efficient  rat-proofing  of  vessels  where  necessary  and 
special  attention  is  paid  to  store-rooms,  food  lockers  and 
linings . 


TABLE  E 

Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year 


Category 

Number 

In  ships 
from  foreign 
ports 

In  trawlers 
& coastwise 
ships 

In  docks, 
quays,  wharves 
and  warehouses 

Black  rats  

17 

73 

Brown  rats  

- 

- 

3,540  0 

Species  not  known 

- 

— 

- 

Sent  for 

examination  . . . 

- 

1 

14 

Infected  with 

plague  

— 

— 

0 Includes  the  return  rendered  to  this  Authority 
by  the  ratcatcher  employed  by  the  British 
Transport  Commission  (Humber  Ports) 
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TABLE  F 


Deratting  Certificates  and  Deratting 
issued  during  the  year  for  ships 


Exemption  Certificates 
from  foreign  ports 


No.  of  Deratting  Certificates  issued 

Number  of 
Deratting 
Exemption 
Certif- 
icates 
issued 

6 

Total 

Certif- 

icates 

issued 

7 

After 

fumigation  with 

After 

trapping 

3 

After 

poisoning 

4 

Total 

5 

H.C.N. 

1 

Other 
fumigant 
( state 
method ) 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Warfarin 

1 

1 

71 

72 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


26  Rodent  Control  Certificates  were  issued  to  vessels 
during  1953.  It  vras  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  deratting 
action  in  respect  of  any  of  these  vessels. 
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SECTION  XIII  - INSPECTION  OF  SHIPS  FOR  NUISANCES 


TABLE  G 

Inspections  and  Notices 


Nature  and  number 
of  inspections 

Notices  s 

Statutory- 

Notices 

erved 

Other  0 
Notices 

Result  of  serving 
Notices 

British  cargo 
vessels  ....  496 

27 

26  complied  with 

Foreign  cargo 
vessels  ....  634 

- 

5 

5 »» 

British 

fishing 

vessels  . . . 996 

165 

159  ” " 

Foreign 

fishing 

vessels  ...  19 

2 

_ w t? 

TOTALS  . . . , 2,145 

- 

199 

190  " ” 

0 Includes  verbal  notices 
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SECTION  XIV  - PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SHELL -FISH) 
REGULATIONS,  1934  and  1948 


There  are  nn  shell-fish  heds  or  layings  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  Authority. 

The  system  of  inspection  of  imported  mussels  which 
was  adopted  during  1950  was  continued  during  1953. 

Samples  from  each  consignment  of  mussels  are  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination.  Where  the  reports  of 
the  bacteriologist  indicate  deterioration  in  the  state  of 
cleanliness  of  the  mussels,  subsequent  consignments  from 
the  beds  concerned  are  detained  pending  receipt  of  the 
bacteriologist's  report. 

During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  condemn 
12J-  tons  of  imported  mussels  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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SECTION  XT  - MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  ALIENS 

(1)  The  following  is  a list  of  the  medical  inspectors  of 
aliens : - 


Dr.  R.  Glenn 
Dr.  J.  G.  J.  Coghill 
Dr.  D.  I.  Gantzer 
Dr.  J.  W.  Hepburn 


(2)  No  other  staff  is  engaged  on  this  work. 

(3)  The  vast  majority  of  arrivals  are  in  the  early  hours 
of  Sunday  morning,  which  necessitates  week-end  duty, 
and  this  work  is  shared  by  the  panel  of  four  medical 
inspectors.  Usually  the  medical  inspector  visits  the 
ship  with  H.M.  Immigration  Officer. 

(4)  Approximately  two-thirds  of  the  aliens  arriving  are 
visitors.  The  following  details  will  show  the  amount 
of  alien  traffic  that  occurred  during  1953,  viz:- 


(a)  Number  of  vessels  carrying  alien 

passengers  which  arrived  at 

the  port 129 

(b)  Number  of  vessels  carrying  alien 

passengers  which  required  the 
attendance  of  the  medical 
inspector  of  aliens  ..  ..  ..  67 

(c)  Number  of  aliens  inspected  ..  ..  195 

(d)  Number  of  aliens  who  were 

subjected  to  a detailed 
medical  examination  


(5)  The  accomodation  for  medical  inspection  and  examin- 
ation was  formerly  provided  in  the  transit  sheds, 
but  now  the  accommodation  on  board  ship  is  utilised. 


SECTION  XVI  - MISCELLANEOUS 


Arrangements  for  the  burial  on  shore  of  persons 

who  have  died  on  board  ship  from  infectious  disease 


-No  change 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Fishing  vessels 

During  the  year  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
maintaining  the  Grimsby  fishing  fleet  in  a rat  free  state. 
Practically  all  the  difficulties  which  were  usually 
associated  with  the  de-ratting  of  fishing  vessels  have  now 
been  eliminated  by  the  introduction  and  careful  use  of 
’’Warfarin” . 

The  rodent  operator  has  been  constantly  on  the  look-out 
for  any  waning  in  the  efficiency  of  this  poison  and  for  any 
signs  of  poison  bait  shyness  on  the  part  of  the  rats,  but 
thus  far  ’’Warfarin”  has  given  completely  satisfactory  results. 

The  rat  poison  known  as  ’1080’  may  constitute  a very 
efficient  method  of  rat  destruction  but  the  use  of  this 
poison  in  fishing  vessels  is  out  of  the  question,  but  even 
if  such  were  not  the  case  it  is  doubtful  if  *1080’  could 
give  any  better  results  than  ’’Warfarin”,  if  as  good. 

Nine  small  infestations  in  British  fishing  vessels 
were  dealt  with  by  the  use  of  "Warfarin”  during  the  year  and 
in  each  case  the  result  was  complete  elimination.  One  foreign 
fishing  vessel  was  treated  for  rat  infestation,  but  as  this 
vessel  did  not  return  to  Grimsby,  it  has  been  impossible  to 
note  the  results. 


District 


As  in  the  case  of  fishing  vessels,  "Warfarin"  has  now 
succeded  such  poisons  as  zinc  phosphide  and  arsenic  for 
rodent  control  on  the  district  and  the  results  obtained 
have  been  equally  satisfactory. 

On  the  fish  market  and  surrounding  district  the  rat 
population  has  been  maintained  at  a very  reasonable  level 
during  the  year  and  the  general  situation  continues  to  be 
well  in  hand. 

Foui’  small  mice  infestations  have  been  dealt  with  and 
in  this  connection  it  may  be  worth  noting  that  fine  sausage 
rusk  has  been  found  to  be  the  best  medium  for  use  with 
"Warfarin”  when  dealing  with  mice. 

Regular  inspections  of  the  sewers  are  carried  out  but 
thus  far  no  evidence  of  even  one  rat  has  been  found  in  the 
sewers  on  the  Grimsby  docks. 


24 


CREW  ACCOMMODATION 


Merchant  vessels 

The  general  improvement  in  the  standard  of  living 
accommodation  in  merchant  vessels  has  already  been  commented 
upon  in  previous  reports  and  it  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to 
record  that  the  improvement  was  maintained  during  the  year 
under  review. 

No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  securing  the 
implementation  of  the  inspectors’  recommendations  concerning 
any  unsatisfactory  features  noted  in  the  course  of 
inspections.  Whenever  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
communicate  with  the  owners  of  vessels,  immediate  co- 
operation has  usually  been  forthcoming. 

The  almost  complete  absence  of  insect  vermin  in  vessels 
visiting  this  port  continues  to  form  one  of  the  most 
encouraging  aspects  of  the  existing  situation. 

The  paying-off  and  signing-on  of  crews  is  not  a regular 
occurrence  in  Grimsby  and  the  dirty  and  rubbish-littered 
accommodation  which  is  almost  invariably  a consequence  of 
such  domestic  upheavals  is  therefore  not  experienced. 


Fishing  vessels 

At  conferences,  in  the  press  and  in  scientific  and  trade 
journals,  so  much  attention  is  directed  to  living  conditions 
in  vessels  of  the  merchant  navy  that  it  is  common  for  fishing 
vessels  to  be  overlooked.  Yet  no  mean  proportion  of  the 
seafaring  community  of  this  country  are  fishermen  and  a close 
examination  of  the  situation  night  well  reveal  that  in  the 
case  of  fishing  vessels  there  exists  much  more  scope  for  the 
work  of  the  port  health  inspector  than  in  the  case  of 
merchant  vessels. 

The  general  standard  of  maintenance  in  the  crew  accommo- 
dation in  the  fishing  vessels  based  on  Grimsby  continues  to 
be  very  high  and  it  is  the  vessels  rather  than  the 
maintenance  that  forms  the  subject  of  criticism.  It  is 
considered  that  if  only  the  older  North  Sea  trawlers  could  be 
replaced  by  modern  tonnage,  the  situation  in  the  Grimsby 
fishing  fleet  could  be  described  as  most  satisfactory  from  a 
Port  Health  viewpoint. 

Although  the  crew  accommodation  in  post  war  trawlers  is 
excellent  and  the  maintenance  satisfactory  in  most  cases,  it 
is  nevertheless  essential  that  these  vessels  should  bo 
inspected  regularly  and  with -as  much  care  as  in  the  case  of 
the  older  vessels.  The  newer  trawlers  must  be  accepted  as 
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representing  the  upper  level  of  crew  accommodation  in  this 
port  for  many  years  to  come  and  every  endeavour  must  be  made 
to  prevent  any  deterioration  in  the  standard  now  obtaining. 

The  question  of  food  storage  facilities  in  fishing 
vessels  is  one  in  which  an  all  round  improvement  is  being 
sought.  During  the  warm  autumn  some  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  dealing  with  food  insect  pests  such  as  potato  flies,  flour 
beetles  and  some  unidentified  insects.  One  species  of  these 
insects  somewhat  resembled  young  bed  bugs  and  it  is  indicative 
of  the  changed  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  crews  towards  this 
pest  that  in  one  case  a trawler  returned  to  port  sooner  than 
necessary  as  the  crew  complained  of  the  presence  of  bed-bugs 
on  board. 

An  overhaul  of  the  means  commonly  in  use  for  the  trans- 
portation of  meat  from  shop  or  store  to  the  trawler  has  been 
carried  out  during  the  year.  It  was  found  that  the  meat  was 
unwrapped  and  conveyed  to  the  trawler  in  ordinary  wicker 
baskets,  mostly  open  topped.  A considerable  number  of  shops 
supply  this  meat  and  in  some  cases  the  trawler  owners 
maintain  their  own  meat  store. 

Representations  were  made  to  all  suppliers  of  meat  and 
the  shortcomings  of  the  existing  system  pointed  out.  It  was 
suggested  that  the  baskets  should  be  replaced  by  metal 
containers  provided  with  close  fitting  lids.  It  is  not 
unnatural  that  the  proposed  change  should  meet  with  some 
opposition  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  most  of  the  baskets 
had  given  way  to  metal  containers  and  in  a few  cases  where 
the  baskets  were  still  in  use,  experiments  were  being  carried 
out  with  a view  to  ascertaining  the  type  of  container  most 
suitable  for  this  purpose,  from  the  combined  viewpoints  of 
hygiene  and  utility. 

The  two  diesel  engined  North  Sea  trawlers  now  on  order 
for  Grimsby  owners  are  to  be  115  feet  in  length.  All  the 
crew  will  be  accommodated  in  the  after  part  of  the  vessels, 
and  as  shortage  of  space  has  always  been  the  great  disadvant- 
age in  this  type  of  trawler,  it  will  be  interesting  to  note 
how  this  new  arrangement  works  out.  These  vessels  are 
somewhat  bigger  than  the  average  North  Sea  trawlers,  being 
designed  for  both  North  Sea  and  seasonal  Faroe  fishing. 


Details  of  defective  conditions  and  nuisances  found  and  remedied 
on  shipping  entering  the  port  during  the  year  were  as  follows:- 


Defective  conditions  & nuisances 

Steamers 

Trawlers 

Found 

Remedied 

Found 

Remedied 

Defects  of  original  construction 

Faulty  design:- 

Bunks  

- 

- 

12 

12 

Structural  defects  through  wear 

and  tear 

Defective : - 

Artificial  lighting  

1 

1 

- 

- 

Bulkheads  

3 

3 

1 

1 

Bunks  

8 

8 

14 

14 

Companion  ladders  

- 

- 

2 

2 

Decks  

5 

5 

9 

9 

Decklights  . 

- 

- 

3 

3 

Doors  . . 

4 

4 

2 

2 

Floors  . 

- 

- 

3 

1 

Heating  facilities  

1 

1 

- 

- 

Lockers  - clothes  

2 

2 

11 

8 

” food  

4 

4 

6 

6 

” seat  

- 

- 

- 

4 

Portframes  

5 

5 

- 

- 

Portlights  

25 

25 

- 

- 

Seats  

1 

1 

- 

- 

Sideplates  

2 

2 

- 

- 

Skylights  

2 

2 

- 

- 

Slop  sinks  

1 

1 

- 

— 

Stoves  

10 

10 

3 

3 

Stove  chimneys  

2 

2 

11 

12 

Tables  

2 

2 

3 

1 

Ventilators  

- 

- 

3 

3 

Washing  facilities  

4 

4 

- 

- 

W.C.  basins  

1 

1 

1 

1 

" connections  

1 

1 

- 

- 

M flushing  cisterns  

2 

2 

- 

- 

” flushing  valves  

4 

3 

- 

— 

” flush  pipes  

1 

1 

- 

- 

” seats  

- 

1 

4 

3 

Waste  pipes  

2 

2 

Dirt,  vermin  and  other  conditions 

prejudicial  to  health 

Dirty: - 

27 

Beds  

47 

47 

14 

continued : - 


Defective  conditions  & nuisances 

Steamers 

Trawlers 

Found 

Remedied 

Found 

Remedied 

Dirty:  - 

Bunks  . . . . 

243 

248 

965 

955 

Cooking  utensils  

1 

1 

5 

5 

Food  stores  

6 

10 

42 

40 

Galleys  

14 

14 

18 

17 

Lockers  - clothes  

241 

237 

119 

132 

" food  

176 

175 

118 

113 

" seat  

74 

73 

20 

16 

" store  

12 

11 

— 

_ 

" transom  

— 

— 

6 

7 

Messrooms  

40 

40 

3 

6 

Quarters  

56 

56 

45 

46 

Storerooms  

8 

6 

— 

— 

Wash  houses  

34 

34 

— 

Water  tanks  

25 

25 

18 

19 

W.C's  

46 

46 

14 

16 

W.C.  pans  

3 

3 

1 

2 

Choked : - 

Drainage  

- 

- 

2 

2 

Verminous : - 

Quarters  

12 

12 

8 

4 

Food  pest  infestations  

6 

6 

5 

8 

Other  nuisances 

- 

- 

15 

8 

Measures  against  rodents 

Rat : - 

Infestations  

4 

4 

17 

16 

Runs  

4 

1 

11 

6 

Harbourage  

3 

2 

4 

3 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 


Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1957  - 1948 

Inspection  of  fish 

The  amount  of  fish  landed  from  fishing  vessels  at  the 
Grimsby  fish  market  during  the  year  was  218,366  tons,  rep- 
resenting a value  of  £11,287,249.  In  addition,  10,648  tons 
of  fish,  imported  from  other  countries,  was  landed  at  the 
commercial  docks. 

All  fish  landed  was  subjected  to  routine  inspection  by 
the  Food  Inspectors,  and  the  quantities  and  description  of 
fish  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  were  as  follows 


— 

Weighs 

Type  of  fish 

Tons 

Cwts 

Q.trs 

Stns 

Cod  

1,586 

14 

3 

0 

Haddock  

849 

9 

3 

1 

Coalfish  

198 

16 

0 

1 

Norway  Haddock  

42 

14 

1 

1 

Dogfish  

17 

12 

2 

0 

Plaice  

12 

18 

3 

0 

Catfish  

11 

19 

2 

1 

Dab  

6 

15 

0 

0 

Skate  

6 

6 

2 

1 

Roe  

6 

6 

1 

0 

Whiting  

4 

9 

1 

1 

Mackerel  

4 

3 

3 

0 

! Herring  

3 

9 

1 

1 

Hake  

2 

15 

1 

1 

Ling  

1 

16 

1 

0 

Forkbeard  

1 

15 

0 

0 

Lemon  Sole  

1 

13 

0 

0 

Witch  

1 

0 

0 

0 

Mock  Halibut  

16 

1 

0 

1 Flounder  

13 

3 

0 

Gurnard  

12 

2 

0 

Halibut  

6 

3 

1 

Sole  

3 

3 

0 

Turbot  

2 

2 

0 

Monk  

1 

3 

1 

Chitterling  

1 

1 

0 

Megrim  

1 

1 

0 

TOTAL  

2,763 

16 

0 

0 

29 


Inspection  of  other  foodstuffs 

The  undermentioned  quantities  of  other  foodstuffs 
were  landed  at  the  commercial  docks  during  the  year  and 
routine  inspection  was  carried  out  under  the  above 
regulations : - 


Bacon  

Butter  

Eggs  

Conserves  

Wheat  

Fruit  

Offal  

Cheese  

Milk  

Barley  

Poultry  

Fish  preserves  . . . 

Pork  loins  

Biscuits  

Chopped  pork  

Reindeer  

Gull  eggs  

Sausage  

Marzipan  

Hams  

Peas  

Fish  colour  

Caviare  

Salt  meat  


Tons 

Cwts 

Qtrs 

Lbs 

29,224 

6 

3 

19 

23,963 

8 

2 ■ 

14 

1,693 

1 

2 

20 

1,172 

18 

2 

25 

1,003 

16 

3 

9 

794 

3 

3 

26 

615 

11 

1 

5 

342 

3 

2 

24 

205 

14 

3 

0 

134 

4 

0 

0 

118 

10 

2 

13 

63 

15 

3 

22 

32 

12 

3 

25 

18 

11 

1 

3 

12 

1 

0 

18 

5 

2 

2 

6 

3 

18 

3 

1 

3 

18 

1 

22 

2 

17 

0 

2 

2 

12 

1 

19 

1 

3 

0 

0 

4 

1 

18 

2 

1 

14 

1 

0 

0 

TOTAL  59,415  2 1 25 


Details  of  foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  were  as  follows:- 


Type  of  food 

Weight 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qtrs 

Lbs 

Danish  mussels  

12 

12 

0 

0 

Danish  pigs'  maws  

2 

9 

1 

6 

Danish  chitterlings  ... 

3 

0 

0 

Danish  cooked  ox  tongue 

6 

TOTAL  

15 

4 

1 

12 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 


Inspection  of  fish 


Details  of  fish  condemned  ex  rail,  fish  merchants  and 
other  sources  during  the  year  under  the  above  mentioned  Act 
were  as  follows 


Type  of  fish 

Weight 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qtrs 

Stns 

Cod  

7 

2 

0 

1 

Mackerel  

3 

0 

0 

0 

Haddock  

2 

10 

3 

0 

Plaice  

2 

3 

2 

1 

Roe  

2 

1 

1 

0 

Skate  

1 

17 

3 

1 

Prawn  

1 

17 

0 

1 

Norway  haddock  . . . 

1 

6 

3 

1 

Whiting  

1 

6 

2 

1 

Cured  fish  

1 

3 

0 

1 

Gurnard  

16 

1 

0 

Sole  

12 

3 

1 

Coal  fish  

10 

2 

0 

Dogfish  

10 

1 

1 

Catfish  

8 

3 

1 

Sprat  

5 

0 

0 

Lemon  sole  

2 

3 

1 

Conger  

2 

1 

0 

Dab  

3 

1 

Turbot  

3 

0 

Lobster  

1 

- 

TOTAI 

28 

0 

1 

0 

Inspection  of  other  foodstuffs 

The  quantities  and  description  of  other  foodstuffs 
condemned  during  the  year  under  the  above  Act  were  as 
follows : - 


Weight 

Tons 

Cwts 

Qtrs 

Lbs 

Tinned  plums  

8 
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Disposal  of  condemned  food 

All  fish  condemned  by  this  Authority  was  disposed  of 
to  the  Fish  Meal  Works.  Other  condemned  foodstuffs  were 
either  destroyed  or  sent  for  conversion  to  animal  feeding 
stuffs. 


Public  Health  (Preservatives,  &c.,  in  Food) 

Regulations,  1925  - 48 


Particulars  concerning  samples  of  foodstuff  submitted 
to  the  analyst  under  the  above  regulations  are  detailed 
below: - 


Nature  of  sample 
Pork  luncheon  meat 
Braised  kidneys  . . 

Chopped  ham  

Smoked  saithe  .... 


Result  of  examination 
Preservatives  ..  absent 
Preservatives  ..  absent 
Preservatives  ..  absent 
Preservatives  . . absent 


Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926 


It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action 
under  these  regulations  during  the  year. 
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DISTRICT  - SANITARY  CONDITIONS 


Road  surfaces  and  drainage 

During  the  year  work  was  commenced  on  the  provision  of 
new  sewers  in  Gorton  Street  and  part  of  Murray  Street  and  it 
is  anticipated  that  this  work  will  be  completed  during  1954, 
together  with  the  re-surfacing  of  these  roadways. 

In  the  meantime  it  is  the  road  surfaces  in  the  smaller 
thoroughfares  such  as  Henderson  Street  and  Surtees  Street 
which  are  causing  concern.  It  is  understood  that  the  extent 
ol  the  programme  for  1954  depends  to  a great  extent  upon  the 
availability  of  materials  but  it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to 
report  something  definite  about  the  work  to  be  undertaken 
during  1954.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  provision 
of  new  gas  and  water  mains  in  Henderson  Street  and  for  the 
re-surfacing  of  the  roadway  in  reinforced  concrete.  When 
this  work  has  been  completed,  a great  deal  will  have  been 
done  towards  eliminating  the  cause  of  the  many  complaints 
which  are  made  concerning  the  state  of  the  road  surfaces  in 
this  vicinity. 

Along  that  part  ef  Murray  Street  which  fronts  the  fish 
market,  some  settlement  was  observed  during  the  early  part  of 
1953.  This  settlement  had  resulted  in  the  fracture  of  the 
drains  under  the  lines  and  in  the  formation  of  hollows 
between  the  railway  lines  and  surrounding  surfaces.  Stagnant 
liquid  collected  and  the  danger  of  a serious  nuisance 
occurring  became  obvious.  Repair  work  was  put  in  hand 
without  unnecessary  delay  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  all  the 
drains  under  the  lines  had  been  renewed  and  the  surfaces  made* 
good  in  granite  sets. 


Public  conveniences 


The  public  conveniences  situated  within  the  dock  area 
are  of  modern  design  and  structure.  These  conveniences  will 
be  found  to  compare  favourably  with  similar  facilities 
provided  in  other  ports  and  maintenance  generally  is 
satisfactory. 


Fish  processing  premises  and  factories 


No  change  has  taken  place  during  the  year  as  far  as 
these  premises  are  concerned.  A regular  system  of  inspection 
is  maintained  and  every  endeavour  is  made  to  obtain  a 
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satisfactory  standard  of  upkeep.  Very  good  liaison  continues 
between  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  and  the  staff  of  this 
Authority,  with  the  result  that  any  difficulty  in  the  admin- 
istration of  the  appropriate  sections  of  the  Factories  Act  is 
reduced  to  a minimum. 


Offensive  trades 


Fish  curing  and  the  manufacture  of  fish  meal  and  cod 
liver  oil  are  the  scheduled  offensive  trades  carried  on 
within  the  port  area.  The  premises  concerned  have  been  kept 
under  supervision  by  the  port  health  staff  and  have  not  been 
the  subject  of  any  complaint. 


DISTRICT  - INSPECTIONS  AND  RE -INSPECTIONS 


During  the  year,  the  following  inspections  and  re- 
inspections of  factories  and  other  premises  etc.,  were  carried 
out  under  the  appropriate  Acts  and  Regulations : - 


Factories  with  power  

Factories  without  power  ... 

Fish  curing  houses  

Fish  processing  houses  .... 

Workplaces  

Shops  

Public  sanitary 

conveniences  

Streets,  drains, 

refuse  bins  


TOTALS 


Inspect  ions 

Re-inspect 

140 

104 

38 

14 

80 

134 

129 

99 

39 

77 

38 

44 

30 

12 

5 

15 

499 

499 

DISTRICT  - SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED 


During  the  year,  146  informal  notices  were  served  on  owners 
or  occupiers.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  legal 
proceedings.  The  following  table  shows  the  defects  and  nuisances 
found  and  remedied:- 


Defect  or  nuisance 

! 

Remedy 

i 

Found 

! 

Remedied 

General 

Defective : - 

Artificial  lighting  

Repair/Renew 

1 

1 

Doors  

6 

4 

Floors  

?? 

14 

11 

Heating  facilities  

?? 

- 

1 

Road  surfaces  

n 

3 

3 

Roofs  

?? 

9 

8 

Skylights  

?? 

2 

2 

Stairways  

t* 

1 

3 

Walls  

?? 

13 

14 

Window  frames  

?? 

20 

19 

Window  panes  

Reglaze 

51 

84 

Yard  surfaces  

Repair/Renew 

1 

1 

Dirty : - 

Factories  with  power  .... 

Cleanse /L imewa  s h 

2 

2 

Factories  without  power  . 

?? 

1 

2 

Fish  curing  houses  

?! 

15 

11 

Fish  processing  houses  .. 

?? 

14 

14 

Messrooms  

?? 

3 

4 

Stairways  

?? 

14 

11 

Storerooms  

?? 

14 

19 

Workplaces  

t? 

11 

12 

I Yards,  outbuildings  etc.. 

!? 

1 

1 

1 

! Inadequate:- 

Messing  facilities  

Improve 

1 

1 

Natural  lighting  

?? 

1 

1 

Ventilation  

♦ 

?? 

3 

3 

i 

! Miscellaneous:- 

Accumulations  of  refuse  . 

Remove 

17 

10 

Other  nuisances  

Abate 

7 

5 

Premises  verminous  

Fumi gate/ Sp  ray 

2 

2 

Drainage 

Drainage : - 

Repair/Renew 

11 

Defective  

10 

Inadequate  

Improve 

1 

1 

Not  provided  

Provide 

15 

14 

continued : 


Defect  or  nuisance 

Remedy 

| Found 
i 

' 

Remedied 

1 

Choked : - 

Drains  . . 

Clear 

28 

24 

Eaves  gutters  

tt 

4 

3 

Manholes  

” 

5 

5 

Rain  water  pipes  

n 

1 

1 

Gullies  

" 

6 

5 

Def ec  tive : - 

Eaves  gutters  

Repair/Renew 

2 

2 

Drain  ventilators  ......... 

M 

— 

1 

Gullies  

tt 

10 

9 

Inspection  chamber  covers  . 

TT 

2 

2 

Rain  water  pipes  

tt 

6 

6 

Soil  pipes  

tt 

2 

2 

Vent  pipes  

TT 

2 

- 

Waste  pipes  

TT 

3 

3 

Not  provided:- 

Grease  trans  .............. 

Provide 

1 

— 

Gullies  

TT 

7 

9 

Gully  covers  

tt 

7 

6 

Inspection  chambers  ....... 

tt 

10 

12 

Rain  water  pipes  

T? 

1 

1 

Waste  pipes  

t? 

4 

4 

Vent  pipes  ................ 

TT 

2 

2 

Soil  pipes  

?t 

4 

2 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

Sanitary  accommodation:- 

Defective  

Repair/Renew 

O 

to 

2 

Dirty  

Cleanse/Limewash 

50 

48 

Insufficient  

Increase 

3 

1 

Not  provided 

Provide 

1 

M 

Not  lighted  

Light 

4 

2 

No  I.V.  lobby  

Construct 

2 

Not  adequately  ventilated  , 

Ventilate 

5 

4 

Defective : - 

Air  vent  pipes  

Repair/Renew 

— 

1 

Flushing  cisterns  

TT 

6 

2 

Hot  water  supply  . 

tt 

— 

1 

Public  conveniences  

TT 

1 

Wash  basins  

tt 

1 

1 

W.C.  pans  

tt 

3 

3 

W. C . seats  

T? 

1 

Water  supply  pipes  

tt 

1 

1 

| 
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continued:- 


Defect  or  nuisance 

Remedy 

Pound 

Remedied 

Dirty: - 

Public  conveniences  .... 

Cleans  e/Limewash 

2 

2 

Urinals  

?? 

6 

6 

Wash  places  

n 

5 

4 

W.C.  pans  

Cleanse 

8 

6 

Not  provided:- 

Chemical  closets  

provide 

3 

2 

Hot  water  supply  

n 

3 

3 

Urinals  

11 

3 

2 

Washing  facilities  

ii 

5 

4 

Water  supply  pipes  

ii 

4 

4 

Water  taps  

ii 

1 

1 

W.C's  complete  

TT 

13 

7 

W.C.  seats  

11 

1 

- 

W.C.  flushing  systems  .. 

tt 

3 

3 
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FISH  MARKET  - SANITARY  CONDITIONS 


The  sanitary  condition  of  the  fish  market  continues  to 
be  satisfactory.  The  entire  length  of  the  market  is  hosed 
down  daily  and  altogether  the  market  presents  a clean  and 
hygienic  appearance  at  the  close  of  each  working  day. 
Nevertheless,  the  accumulation  of  fish  scraps  and  other 
filth  under  the  stacks  of  fish  containers  remains  a problem 
which  crops  up  from  time  to  time. 

When  not  in  use  these  containers  are  piled  in  large 
stacks  on  the  market.  These  stacks  may  not  be  broken  down 
for  several  days  and  it  sometimes  happens  that  when  the 
lumpers  have  occasion  to  move  the  containers,  a residue  of 
filth  is  exposed.  The  only  remedy  seems  to  lie  in  steps 
being  taken  to  ensure  that  these  stacks  are  moved  at  frequent 
intervals,  and  an  attempt  is  now  being  made  to  see  that  this 
is  done. 


Fish  containers  used  on  market 


The  Grimsby  Exchange  Limited  maintain  a stock  of  about 

32.000  x 10  stone  aluminium  alloy  containers  for  use  in 
packing  the  fish  when  it  is  landed  from  the  trawlers.  The 
maintenance  of  these  containers  in  a clean  state  is  a 
considerable  task. 

The  steam  washing  and  sterilising  plant  is  functioning 
satisfactorily  and  it  is  estimated  that  between  3,500  and 

4.000  containers  pass  through  the  plant  daily. 

It  would  add  considerably  to  the  efficiency  of  this 
plant  if  a detergent  could  be  obtained  which  would  soften 
and  remove  the  crust  of  scales  etc.  which  adheres  to  the 
containers,  but  thus  far  such  a detergent  has  not  proved 
available . 


Henderson  and  Chapman  Jetties 

These  jetties  are  the  only  section  of  the  fish  market 
which  has  not  been  modernised.  They  do  not  form  part  of  the 
market  proper  and  are  not  used  for  landing  fish  from  trawlers, 
but  only  for  the  preparation  and  packing  of  fish  for  despatch 
inland. 

The  roofing  and  side  screens  continue  to  deteriorate  and 
the  rough,  uneven  wooden  floor  is  most  difficult  to  keep  clean. 
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It  is  anticipated  that  work  on  these  jetties  will 
commence  during  1954.  The  roofing  is  to  he  renewed  and 
the  existing  side  screens  replaced  by  pre-cast  concrete 
walls.  Concrete  flooring  is  to  be  laid  on  the  wooden 
flooring.  When  this  work  is  completed,  the  Henderson  and 
Chapman  Jetties  should  present  no  difficulties  as  far  as 
hygiene  and  efficient  cleansing  are  concerned. 


FISH  MARKET  - INSPECTIONS  AND  RE-INSPECTIONS 


The  following  inspections  and  re-inspections  were 
carried  out  on  the  fish  market  during  the  year : - 


Fish  merchants'  stands 

Box  lofts  

Offices  

Urinals  and  W.C’s  .... 
Fresh  water  hydrants  . 
Box  washing  plant  . . . . 

TOTALS  


Inspections 

Re-inspections 

1,332 

962 

355 

76 

85 

17 

51 

4 

211 

- 

2 

- 

2,036  1,059 


FISH  MARKET  - SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  EFFECTED 


The  following  defects  and  nuisances  were  found  and  remedied: 


— 

Defect  or  nuisance 

Remedy 

Found 

Remedied 

Defective  barrels  

Repair/Ren ew 

31 

19 

fish  bins  .... 

ft 

85 

73 

?* 

fish  market  . . 

" . 

15 

7 

!! 

water  hydrants 

tt 

5 

3 

tt 

offices  

t? 

7 

5 

?t 

urinals  

ft 

2 

2 

t? 

utensils  

?t 

225 

216 

ft 

W.C’s  

ft 

5 

5 

Dirty 

box  lofts  

Cleans  e 

87 

60 

t? 

boxes  in  use  

tt 

175 

175 

ft 

fish  bins  

ti 

272 

211 

?? 

fish  market  floor. 

tt 

8 

8 

?? 

offal  barrels  .... 

tt 

353 

311 

it 

offices  

ft 

6 

5 

?? 

railway  sidings  .. 

ft 

3 

3 

?? 

stands  

?? 

141 

128 

t? 

utensils  in  use  . . 

ft 

1,169 

975 

T? 

urinals  

tt 

6 

6 

Smoke 

nuisance  

Abate 

3 

3 

Maggott  infestations  . . . 

ft 

4 

4 

Offensive  accumulations. 

Remove 

1 

1 

Dock  beams,  roadways  and  railway  sidings  foul  with  offal 
etc.,  were  cleansed  periodically  during  the  year 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT  , 1937  & 1948 
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Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 
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WELFARE  WORK 


I am  indebted  to  the  Grimsby  Fish  Docks  Medical 
Services  Committee  for  the  following  information  and 
figures : - 


"Consistent  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
co-ordination  and  co-relation  of  medical 
facilities  throughout  the  fish  dock  area 
provided  under  the  auspices  of  the  Grimsby 
Fish  Dock  Medical  Services  Committee.  The 
clinic  situated  in  Fish  Dock  Road,  the 
first  aid  station  in  Hutton  Road  and  the 
subsidiary  first  aid  stations  situated  at 
the  Coal  Hoists,  Humber  Bank  South  and 
Murray  Street  have  all  played  their  part 
in  the  provision  of  first  aid  services  on 
these  docks. 

The  total  treatments  given  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1953,  were  as 
follows : - 

Clinic 


Consultations  875 

Routine  examinations  ..  2,621 

X-Ray  examinations  ....  57 

Cases  referred  from 
first  aid  station 

to  clinic  90 

First  aid  station  and 
subsidiary  first 
aid  stations  15,614 


Total  treatments  ......  19,257 


In  addition  to  the  above,  452  medicine 
chests  and  first  aid  boxes  were  inspected 
and  maintained." 


